[Acquired bleeding disorders - diagnostic approach].
Patients with acquired bleeding disorders are often a diagnostic challenge in internal medicine. Which diagnostic work up is necessary in these patients and which coagulation tests are useful? Analysis and diagnostic workup in the daily practice are discussed according to review publications in this field and existing clinical evidence. First important step is the bleeding history of the patient. The different signs of bleeding are important hints for the cause. The global assays Quick (PT) and PTT in combination with platelet count and function reveal a primary knowledge of the kind of the acquired bleeding disorder. In addition special coagulation tests normally lead to the exact diagnosis of the cause of bleeding. Patients with newly developed bleeding symptoms should be examined for acquired coagulation disorders. The clinical sings in combination with the special coagulation tests allow the correct diagnosis.